
 

 

SANILAC TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

OPENING OF MEETING: 

Supervisor Kelly called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Members Present:  Supervisor Dan Kelly, Clerk Suzanne Shagena, Trustee Jeff 

Lyall, Trustee Art Schlichting and Treasurer Chuck Basler. 

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 

Motion by Shagena, seconded by Schlichting, to approve the agenda as presented.  

CARRIED. 

 

APPOINTMENTS: 

Katie Hardison appeared before the board on behalf of the Port Sanilac Business 

Association requesting the use of the Township Hall on Saturday, November 23rd, 

2019 for set up and again on Saturday, November 30th, 2019 for the Tree Lighting 

Ceremony.  Motion by Lyall, seconded by Basler, to allow the Port Sanilac Business 

Association to use the Township Hall on November 23rd and November 30th, 2019, 

for the Tree Lighting Ceremony.  CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Stephanie Smith appeared before the board inquiring on whether the Township had 

any ordinances in place that would prohibit the growing Hemp plants for the 

production of CBD.     

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

a. Board Minutes 10/10/19 

b. Accounts Payable – General Fund and Water Operating Bills 

c. Payroll for November 2019 

d.  Planning Commission Minutes 11/07/19 

Motion by Basler, seconded by Schlichting, to approve the consent agenda.  

CARRIED 
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 Fire Authority Report – Lyall reported that the audit is complete and will be 

presented at the next SEFA Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday, 

November 19, 2019.  The Board is working on the 2020-2021 Budget, along 

with a five-year budget.  A current fire fighter has requested a leave of 

absence for personal reasons.  The Village of Port Sanilac is preparing a 

proposal for leasing the fire hall to SEFA.   

 

 Water Operations Update – William Noelke, Water Administrator, reported 

to the board that the township has had its first water shut off this quarter.  

The water tank inspection has been completed.  1023 S. Lakeshore Rd is now 

connected to Municipal Water.  A letter providing connection options has 

been sent to the property owners at 1859 S. Lakeshore.  The Preliminary 

Distribution System report due to the EGLE/DEQ by January 1, 2020 is in 

progress.  The Lilley and R.V. Park connections are not completed.  The 

Lilley connection will not take place until next year.  There are three water 

inquiries from Lexington Township.  One contract has been sent and has not 

been returned yet.   

 

Supervisor Kelly reported that Water Base Rate Information will be ready for 

review for the December board meeting. 

 

 Assessor’s Report – Schlichting reported that during the month of October he 

worked on the 2020 assessment database and preparing the 2019 Winter Tax 

database setup.  No land division applications were received for the month. 

The AMAR response to the State was submitted and approved.  No follow up 

is required.  A Resolution to Waive Interest and Penalty for Failure to File a 

Property Transfer Affidavit will be drafted and presented for board review at 

the December meeting. 

 

 Zoning Administrator’s Report – Jan O’Keefe, Zoning Administrator reported 

two permits were issued, however she was addressing five violations within 

the township.   

Motion by Lyall, seconded by Shagena, to approve the reports as presented.  

CARRIED. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

The Fire Hydrant Usage Fee Policy, adopted August 10, 2017 was reviewed along 

with the following Amended Fire Hydrant Usage Fee Policy.  

 

FIRE HYDRANT USAGE FEE POLICY 

 

Fire Hydrant Charge:  Section 3.3.5 of the Sanilac Township Water Ordinance 

allows the Township to charge a flat rate for use of a Sanilac Township Fire hydrant 

to fight a fire or provide any other Emergency service.  Such fee shall be $500.00.  

The fee will be paid from the Sanilac Township Water Operating Fund to reimburse 

the Water fund for its costs for all property owners in Sanilac Township.  Property 

owners in the Village of Port Sanilac, Forester or Lexington Township will be billed 

by the Sanilac Township Clerk for Fire Hydrant usage. 

 

Section 3.3.6 of the Sanilac Township Water Ordinance allows Sanilac Township to 

charge for Water service at any property not otherwise provided for in the 

ordinance.  An example of such use is:  the filling of a swimming pool by a water 

hauler.  The rate for such a service is $100.00 for each hour the hydrant is used and 

the established current rate per 1000 gallons of Water used.  Example:  Filling a 

pool one hour; hydrant use $100.00, and 10,000 gallons x current rate of $4.00/1000, 

would be $140.00. 

 

Additional charges may be applied for any additional cost that may be assessed to 

Sanilac Township by the Village of Lexington for water usage.  

 

Motion by Basler, seconded by Shagena, to approve the amended Fire Hydrant 

Usage Fee Policy.  CARRIED. 

 

The following Resolution in Support of the Thumb Electric Franchise was presented 

for board review and approval: 

 

A FRANCHISE, granting to THUMB ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE OF MICHIGAN, 

its successors and assigns, the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and  
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operate electric and fiber lines, poles and services on, along across and under the 

highways, streets, alleys, bridges and other public places, and to conduct a local 

electric business in the Township of Sanilac, Sanilac County, Michigan for a period 

of thirty years. 

The Township of Sanilac hereby resolved: 

Section 1. Grant of Franchise.  The Township of Sanilac, located in Sanilac 

County, Michigan (the "Township") hereby grants to Thumb Electric Cooperative of 

Michigan, its subsidiaries, successors, and assigns (the "Company”) consent, 

permission, right and authority is hereby given to construct, lay, operate, maintain, 

use, and replace electric, fiber, and other communication lines, poles, cables, 

conduits, appliances, buildings and other necessary works, in the highways, streets, 

alleys and other public places in the Township and a non-exclusive franchise is 

hereby granted to the Company, its subsidiaries, successors, and assigns, to 

transact local business in the Township for the purposes of producing, storing, 

transmitting, selling, and distributing electricity into and through the Township 

and all other matters incidental thereto. 

Section 2. Consideration.  In consideration of the rights, power and authority 

hereby granted, the Company shall faithfully perform all things required by the 

terms hereof. 

Section 3. Use of Streets and Other Public Places.  The Company, its successors 

and assigns, shall not unnecessarily obstruct the passage of any of the highways, 

streets, alleys, or other public places within the Township and shall within a 

reasonable time after making an opening or excavations, repair the same and leave 

it in as good condition as before the opening or excavation was made. The Company, 

its successor and assigns shall use due care in exercising the privileges herein 

contained and shall be liable to the Township and to every owner of property 

abutting the Company's lines or other facilities, for all damages and costs arising 

from the negligence of the Company or its officers, agents, and servants. 

Section 4. Force Majeure.  The Company shall not be liable for failure to furnish 

service as herein provided, or for any breach of the Company's obligations 

hereunder, if such failure or breach is caused by acts of God, labor troubles, riot, or  

any other causes or contingencies not reasonably within the control of the 

Company. 
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Section 5. Hold Harmless. The Company shall at all times keep and save the 

Township free and harmless from all loss, costs and expense to which it may be 

subject by reason of the Company's negligent construction and negligent 

maintenance of the structures and equipment hereby authorized. If any action is 

commenced against the Township resulting from Company's negligent construction 

and maintenance, the Company shall, upon notice, defend the Township and save it 

free and harmless from all loss, cost and damage arising out of such negligent 

construction and maintenance. 

Section 6.  Franchise Not Exclusive. The rights, power and authority granted 

by this Franchise are not exclusive, and nothing contained herein shall prevent 

the Township from granting other non-exclusive electric franchises. 

Section 7.  Franchise Revocable. The franchise granted by this resolution is 

subject to revocation upon sixty (60) days written notice by the party desiring such 

revocation. 

Section 8. Jurisdiction. The Company shall be and remain subject to all 

ordinances, rules and regulations of the Township now in effect or which might 

subsequently be adopted for the regulation of land uses or for the protection of the 

health, safety, and general welfare of the public; provided, however, that nothing 

shall be construed as a waiver by the Company of any of its existing or future rights 

under state or federal law or a limitation upon the existing or future powers of the 

Township pursuant to state or federal law. 

Section 9. Effective Date; Term of Franchise; Acceptance by the Company.  This 

Franchise shall take effect the day following the date of publication thereof, which 

publication shall be made within thirty (30) days after the date of its adoption, and 

shall continue in effect for a period of thirty (30) years thereafter; provided, 

however, that when this Franchise shall become effective the Township Clerk shall 

provide the Company a copy of the Franchise accompanied by  

written evidence of publication thereof as required by law, and the Company shall 

within sixty (60) days after receipt of the above documents, file with the Township 

Clerk its written acceptance of the conditions and provisions hereof. 
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Section 10. Successors and Assigns. The words (“Thumb Electric Cooperative of 

Michigan" and the “Company," wherever used herein, are intended and shall be 

held and construed to mean and include both Thumb Electric Cooperative of 

Michigan and its subsidiaries, successors, and assigns, whether so expressed or not. 

Motion by Basler, seconded by Schlichting to approve the Thumb Electric Franchise 

Resolution.  Roll Call Vote:  Lyall, yes; Schlichting, yes; Shagena, yes; Basler, yes; 

Kelly, yes.  CARRIED.   

 

Supervisor Kelly reported that bid specifications for the Township Hall roof should 

be available to be reviewed by the December board meeting in order to prepare a 

bidder’s package.    

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Motion by Commissioner Schlichting, seconded by Commissioner Lyall, to approve 

the 2020 Sanilac Township Regular Board Meeting Dates.  CARRIED. 

 

The issue of past due receivables and collection of the same was discussed.  The 

following Resolution for Special Assessment on 2019 Winter Taxes was presented 

for review and approval: 

 

WHEREAS,  

There is a past due receivable in the amount of $209.10, for ditching work 

performed on Ridge Road 400’ North of Washington Road, Sanilac Township, also 

known as parcel #76-210-008-400-020-10,  

 

WHEREAS, 

The amount of $209.10 shall be placed as a Special Assessment on parcel #76-210-

008-400-020-10 2019 Winter Taxes, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, 

 

The Sanilac Township Board approves a Special Assessment in the amount of 

$209.10 being placed on the 2019 Winter Taxes for parcel #76-210-008-400-020-10. 

Motion by Schlichting, seconded by Shagena, to approve the Resolution for Special 

Assessment on 2019 Winter Taxes.  Roll Call Vote:  Lyall, yes; Schlichting, yes; 

Shagena, yes; Basler, yes; Kelly, yes.  CARRIED.   
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Motion by Lyall, seconded by Basler, to approve Cliff Messing Excavating to install 

a curb stop at 7073 E. Custer Road at a cost of $1400.00.  CARRIED. 

 

A discussion was held on future receivable billings and collections.  A policy for 

collecting receivables for cost sharing agreements will be drafted and presented for 

review at the December meeting.  

 

The policy for past due water bills will be turned over to the Water Committee for 

review. 

 

Agri-Valley Services of Pigeon presented the township with a quote for installation 

of High-Speed Fiber Optic Internet.   Agri-Valley has had a request by businesses 

within the Village for these services.  At this time, they are giving all businesses the 

opportunity to get connected for the same installation fee.  Motion by Lyall, 

seconded by Schlichting, to approve the installation quote from Agri-Valley Services 

for high speed fiber optic internet at the Township Hall at a cost of $1000.00.  

CARRIED. 

 

A price quote for a Dell Latitude 3500 Laptop and software for use by the Zoning 

Administrator was presented from Precision Computer Solutions, Inc.  Motion by 

Basler, seconded by Schlichting to approve the price quote from Precision Computer 

Solutions for a Dell Latitude 3500 Laptop and software at a cost of $1,396.81.  

CARRIED.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

2019 AMAR Review from the Department of Treasury.   

 

Motion by Basler, seconded by Lyall, to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 P.M.  

CARRIED. 

 

 

_________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Suzanne Shagena, Township Clerk   Dan Kelly, Township Supervisor 


